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House of Burgess: The machine rages 
against itself 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


Rep. Paul Ryan (R-Wis., 1st District), presumptive 2012 Republican 
vice-presidential candidate, is apparently “a bit of a metalhead, with a 
taste for [bands like] Led Zeppelin [and] Metallica,” according to The 
Nation’s John Nichols. A New York Times piece listed Rage Against 


the Machine “among [Ryan’s] favorite bands.” 
Really? Me, too. 


I have been a RATM fan since high school. I played guitar in a rock 


band and we covered several RATM songs. Rocking out to the closing 


chorus of “Killing in the Name” at a house party as the police were 
pouring out of cars due to a noise complaint is one of the finest 
moments in my musical performing career. But if Ryan is a serious 
RATM fan, there’s a Wikipedia page called “Political views and 
activism of Rage Against the Machine” that I really think he should 


take a quick look at. 


Quick sidebar: I once saw Huey Lewis and the News perform in 
Indianapolis. On the way through the front gates, I heard one middle- 
aged man say to another: “Well, I just hope [Huey] doesn’t talk about 
politics.” It had to have been sometime in the latter half of 2004 
because the other guy replied: “Yeah, I hope he doesn’t mention 
[John] Kerry or I am leaving!” Regardless of our political opinions, I 
was there for the same reason as those two gentlemen: to witness 
Huey and his “News” play the hits. None of us were there to get 


advice about who should get our vote. 


Unlike Huey Lewis, though, RATM is not only up front about their 
political beliefs in their art, they’re essential to their very being. 
RATM’s raison d’étre is leftist political activism. Ryan claims the 
writings of Ayn Rand are the reason he’s in politics right now. RATM 


and Ayn Rand are not compatible philosophies. 


“Ryan’s love of [RATM] is amusing, because he is the embodiment of 


7 


the machine that our music has been raging against for two decades,’ 


RATM guitarist Tom Morello pointed out in Rolling Stone. 


“Ryan claims that he likes Rage's sound, but not the lyrics. Well, I 
don’t care for Paul Ryan’s sound or his lyrics. He can like whatever 
bands he wants, but his guiding vision of shifting revenue more 


radically to the 1 percent is antithetical to the message of Rage.” 


But that fact hasn’t seemed to stop Ryan from enjoying himself. 


“The congressman says he really likes [RATM] — which he plays loud 
while working through his daily 90-minute exercise regime,” wrote 


Nichols. 


Pll tell you who isn’t a RATM fan, another accomplished guitar 
slinger: Ted Nugent. Nugent has been notorious for being politically 
outspoken, writing in the Washington Post in July that he was 
“beginning to wonder if it would have been best had the South won 


the Civil War.” 


As far as Nugent, despite our extreme differences politically, I admit 
to liking songs like “Stranglehold” and the Amboy Dukes’ “Journey To 
The Center of the Mind.” Though, it’s hard to believe his claims that 
he had no idea that the latter song was about a psychedelic drug trip, 
despite the fact that the accompanying album’s cover art is just bunch 


of smoking pipes. But if he’s willing to suffer from selective amnesia 


on that one, Il call it fair game. Nugent, who publicly endorsed 
Ryan’s running mate Mitt Romney in March, previously criticized 
RATM on Fox News in 2007 after lead singer Zach de la Rocha told a 
crowd in Wisconsin that “the whole Bush administration should be put 


on trial for war crimes and then hung and then shot.” 


Which leads me to a question: Is Ryan, newest darling of the 
Republican base, seriously listening to the words of these RATM 


songs? I mean, like, at all? 


e Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765- 


454-8577 or via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com. 


